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    Council Chambers 

              Regular Meeting 

              April 9, 2018 

              7:30 p.m. 

           

                                                                                                                      

Council met in regular session with all nine members present: Corcoran, Fairchild, Fleurima, 

Hines, Kerney, Neal, Patrick, Proehl and Tatman. There were two media representatives and five 

other visitors present, in addition to Mayor Feeney, City Law Director Rutherford, City Auditor 

Spetnagel and Safety Service Director Carman. The meeting was broadcast live by Spectrum and 

by Horizonview.   

 

Pres. Arnold led in the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

 

Mr. Fleurima moved and Mrs. Corcoran seconded that the minutes of the regular meeting of 

March 26, 2018, be accepted and approved, as submitted by the Clerk.  All nine members present 

voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Utilities/Transit Committee: 

 

Mrs. Patrick reported on Item #1 to establish the water usage rates based on the recommendation 

of the Utility Rate Review Committee, on tonight’s agenda for its second reading. Mrs. Patrick 

reported on Item #2 to establish sewer rates based on the recommendation of the Utility Rate 

Review Committee, on tonight’s agenda for its second reading. She said that she will seek to pass 

both of these items tonight. 

    

City Services Committee: 

 

Mr. Hines said that the City Services Committee met on the 2nd of April and discussed the two 

items that are on tonight’s agenda. Mr. Hines reported on Item #5 to appropriate $30,224.80 for 

the first of five annual installments totaling $151,124.00 for the City’s share of costs for 

upcoming improvements to the Law Enforcement Center, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. 

He thanked both Doug Corcoran and Tim Gay for attending the committee meeting to provide 

information on the proposed improvements, and he also thanked Law Director Rutherford for 

negotiating the terms of the installment plan with the county. He said that he does feel that the 

City needs to revive the former committee that was set up in order to review future such matters 

that involve the City’s respective financial responsibility for improvements. Mr. Hines reported 

on Item #4 to appropriate $50,000.00 for costs related to clean-up of the City’s yard waste site on 

Renick Avenue, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He expressed his thanks to Safety-

Service Director Carman for providing information to the committee on this matter, and he also 

thanked Law Director Rutherford for getting this legislation drafted in time to be put on tonight’s 

agenda. He said that he will seek to pass this item tonight. He also urged the administration to 

submit proposals for the future disposal of residential yard waste by city residents as soon as 

possible. 

 

Parks and Recreation Committee: 

 

Mrs. Corcoran reported on Item #8 to grant use of the City Park and surrounding streets for 

preparation, operation and clean-up of the 35th Annual Feast of the Flowering Moon and to 

appropriate $500.00 for materials to modify the layout of the festival, on tonight’s agenda for its 

first reading. She said that prior to submitting the request for this legislation to the Law Director, 

the Parks and Recreation Committee met with various stakeholders including representatives 

from the city’s administration, members and representatives from the Ross Chillicothe Chamber 

of Commerce, and various downtown business owners. She said that they discussed a change of 

the layout of the festival to include having booths set up in the center of the street, and that this is 

what the $500.00 appropriation will cover. She indicated that it is anticipated that this will greatly 

improve the flow of pedestrian traffic at the festival and also permit downtown merchants to stay 

open, with better access to their store fronts. Mrs. Corcoran congratulated the Feast on its 35th 

year, and she indicated that she will seek to pass this item tonight so that plans for the Feast can 

proceed.   
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Development Committee: 

 

Mrs. Neal indicated that the Development Committee met here again earlier tonight to discuss 

assignment #17-029 pertaining to peddlers and food carts, with some additional progress being 

made. She announced that the committee will meet again on the 16th of April here in Council 

Chambers to discuss permits and fees. She said that the committee also discussed assignment 

#18-017, pertaining to an offer by Priscilla Steele to donate real estate located to the west of the 

West Water Street hillside area to the city. She said that there was a discussion of possible uses of 

this property by the city, but that the committee could not come up with anything. She said that 

they wish to thank Ms. Steele for making the offer, and that they suggest that perhaps she should 

check with the school district or the university to see if either of them might have a use for this 

land. Mrs. Neal reported this assignment out of committee with no further action to be taken by 

Council.  

  

Human Resources Committee: 

 

Ms. Fairchild reported on Item #6 to appropriate $255,200.00 to cover wages for seasonal 

employees in the Parks and Recreation, Service, Engineering, Administration and Utilities 

Departments, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. She said that she will seek to pass this item 

tonight so that the hiring process can begin. However, she requested that, in the future, the 

administration provide information to Council in a much more timely manner, noting that this 

year’s funding request is about $80,000.00 higher than what was requested last year. Ms. 

Fairchild reported on Item #7 to establish the pay scale for part-time summer and fall seasonal 

employees within the Parks and Recreation, Recreation-Swimming Pool, Service, Engineering, 

Administration and Utilities Departments for calendar year 2018, on tonight’s agenda for its first 

reading. She said that this is a companion ordinance to Item #6, and that she will also seek to pass 

this item tonight.    

 

Engineering Committee: 

 

Mr. Tatman reported on Item #9 to approve the Chillicothe Planning Commission’s decision to 

permit Mobilite, LLC, to erect two utility poles with attached antennas on Bridge Street for the 

expansion of cellular service, on tonight’s agenda for its first reading. He said that one of these 

will be located at Pawnee Road, and the other will be located just to the north of E.M. Smith 

Jewelry at the former Fox Farm, at the entrance to Zane Village. Mr. Tatman also commented on 

assignment #18-033, assigned to the Engineering Committee, requesting legislation to accept and 

appropriate $31,339.60 received from two insurance claims. He said that he received a call from 

the Law Director’s Office indicating that this was approved in November of 2017. City Law 

Director Rutherford said that she will look for the ordinance number. City Auditor Spetnagel said 

that notwithstanding the passage of the ordinance in November, there needs to be another 

ordinance passed in order to re-appropriate the funds. Mayor Feeney said that although the funds 

were appropriated in November, the money was not spent. Mr. Tatman said that the Law Director 

can just go forward and bring in the new ordinance. Pres. Arnold said that Ord. No. 115-17 was 

passed on December 8, 2017, by Council and that it accepted and approved the funds. City Law 

Director Rutherford said that she will draft the language in a new ordinance to just appropriate the 

funds again.  

  

Community Affairs Committee: 

 

Dr. Kerney reported on Item #3 to support a Community Yard Sale to be held the weekend of 

June 1, 2018 through June 3, 2018, and waiving the Yard Sale Permit fee of five dollars for that 

weekend, on tonight’s agenda for its second reading. Dr. Kerney said that there has been some 

talk about perhaps having lemonade sales in some areas of town, and that she hopes that people 

will come up with other ideas to make this a fun weekend. 

  

 

    REPORTS OF OFFICIALS 

 

Report of Mayor Feeney: 

 

Mayor Feeney commented on Item #3, saying that he enthusiastically endorses passage of the 

ordinance to support the community yard sale. He again reminded everyone that the City’s large 
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item pickup program will begin the following week. He urged passage of both Item #1 and Item 

#2 tonight, and he commented on Item #4, stating that he understands the frustration of residents  

who wish to dispose of their yard waste. He said that Safety-Service Director Carman worked 

very hard last year in an effort to get the National Guard to remove the yard waste from the 

Renick Avenue site to the VA, but that this fell through when the National Guard was sent to 

hurricane stricken areas. He urged passage of Item #4 tonight, and said that the city will come up 

with a plan. At the time of the next regular meeting, he said that he will be announcing a door to 

door yard waste pickup program. Mayor Feeney urged passage of Item #7 and Item #8 tonight, 

stating that he is excited about Item #8 and the plans for the 35th Annual Feast of the Flowering 

Moon, especially since the “Anything that Floats but a Boat” competition is coming back. He said 

that he went to Athens on the 29th of March in connection with the proposed grant from the 

Sugarbush Foundation, and that Ohio University-Chillicothe is to act as the marketing arm of the 

City’s recycling program. He said that he learned last week that they have received full funding, 

and he credited Jessica Rooney, an intern working for the City, for completing much of the work 

needed to accomplish this.  

 

Report of Auditor Spetnagel: 

 

City Auditor Spetnagel said that although there is no fee for the participants in the community 

yard sale, if a participant comes in to the Auditor’s Office, they will be put on a map that is being 

prepared. She noted that the deadline for filing city income tax returns is on Tuesday, the 17th of 

April. During the week prior to the deadline, she indicated that the Auditor’s Office will have 

extended hours to assist taxpayers, including Saturday hours on the 14th of April.  

 

Report of President Arnold: 

 

President Arnold said that he has received some names from Mayor Feeney of persons to be 

appointed to the Downtown Development Commission. He identified the persons to be appointed 

as being Tom White, Dave Strickland, Megan Vanbuskirk, Tiffany Baldwin and Bob Etling, 

indicating that he would entertain a motion to approve these appointments. Mr. Proehl moved and 

Mr. Hines seconded that Council approve the Mayor’s appointments of these individuals to the 

DDC. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Pres. 

Arnold then discussed the other members of the DDC who will continue to serve.    

 

    AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION 

 

Gene Betts said that he is the President of the Feast of the Flowering Moon Committee, and that 

he is here tonight to discuss the plans for the 35th anniversary of the Feast. He said that they have 

been working very hard to build this event back up, including the “Mountain Man” feature, the 

Native American events, and even the very popular “Anything that Floats but a Boat” competition 

that is being brought back after an absence of several years. He said that he wishes to 

acknowledge all of the help that they have received from Mrs. Corcoran, Mayor Feeney, Safety-

Service Director Carman, the Chillicothe Fire Department and Pres. Arnold. Mr. Betts said that 

they will continue to work on making improvements.  

 

Whitey Coats began by stating that he observed his 88th birthday yesterday, and said that he is one 

of the six all male members of the Chillicothe Tree Commission. He said that they have a 

vacancy on the commission, and that they are looking for a woman to fill the vacancy. He 

indicated that if one is up at Grandview Cemetery and looks out on the City, one can see the tree 

canopy that presently exists. However, he said that along the streets at ground level, there are 

gaps in the canopy. Mr. Coats said that the commission wants to take on a project of what he 

described as “Ward Planning” in order to undertake the planting of at least five new trees each 

year in each of the City’s six wards. In addition, he said that they want to get problem trees 

removed. He said that they want to work with the homeowners on a voluntary basis, and that he is 

here tonight to ask the members of Council to give consideration to ways to get more of the 

public involved in this. He said that a survey could be done in each ward to find out how many 

people want to have a tree planted in order to increase the canopy in their neighborhood. He 

asked if anybody has any ideas on how to go about this? He concluded by saying that the 

members of the commission are thinking of getting this started, at the earliest, in the fall.    

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Mrs. Patrick announced that the Nuisance Abatement Board will meet tomorrow at 2:30 p.m. She 

also announced that on the 16th of June, the Solid Waste District will collect old tires for recycling 
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at the Ross County Fairgrounds, and that there will also be collection of electronics. She said that 

she will have copies of fliers to pass out at the next regular meeting with the details on this.  

 

 

COUNCIL ASSIGNMENTS AND CALENDAR 

 

Pres. Arnold announced the following additional Council committee assignment for inclusion in 

the Journal of Council: 

18-033-Engineering-Request for legislation to accept and appropriate $31,339.60 received from 2 

insurance claims from damages to city property from traffic accidents and using the funds for 

traffic control boxes and related lighting. 

Pres. Arnold also reminded everyone of the committee meeting previously announced by Mrs. 

Neal during her report on behalf of the Development Committee earlier tonight.  

 

READING AND PASSAGE OF LEGISLATION 

 

Ord. No. 27-18 to establish the water usage rates based on the recommendation of the Utility 

Rate Review Committee, and declaring an emergency was read for the second time by title only 

Mrs. Patrick moved and Mrs. Neal seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this 

item on final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 27-18 adopted.  .  

 

Ord. No. 28-18 to establish the sewer rates based on the recommendation of the Utility Rate 

Review Committee, and declaring an emergency was read for the second time by title only. Mrs. 

Patrick moved and Dr. Kerney seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this 

item on final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 28-18 adopted.    

 

An ordinance supporting a Community Yard Sale to be held the weekend of June 1, 2018 through 

June 3, 2018, and waiving the Yard Sale Permit fee of five dollars ($5.00) for that weekend was 

read for the second time by title only. 

 

Ord. No. 29-18 appropriating $50,000.00 for costs related to cleanup of the City’s yard waste site 

on Renick Avenue, and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Mr. 

Hines moved and Mr. Fleurima seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this 

item on final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule 

suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold 

declared Ordinance No. 29-18 adopted. 

 

An ordinance appropriating $30,224.80 for the first of five annual installments totaling 

$151,124.00 for the City’s share of costs for upcoming improvements to the Law Enforcement 

Center was read for the first time by title only.  

 

Ord. No. 30-18 appropriating $255,200.00 to cover wages for seasonal employees in the Parks & 

Recreation, Service, Engineering, Street Construction, Administration, and Utilities Departments, 

and declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Ms. Fairchild moved and 

Mrs. Neal seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. 

All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine 

members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 

30-18 adopted. 

 

Ord. No. 31-18 establishing the pay scale for part-time summer and fall seasonal employees 

within the Parks & Recreation, Recreation-Swimming Pool, Service, Engineering, 

Administration, and Utilities Departments of the City of Chillicothe for calendar year 2018, and 

declaring an emergency was read for the first time by title only. Ms. Fairchild moved and Mr. 

Hines seconded that the three reading rule be suspended, placing this item on final passage. All 

nine members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine 

members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 

31-18 adopted.  

 

Ord. No. 32-18 granting use of the City Park and surrounding streets for the preparation, 

operation, and clean-up of the 35th Annual Feast of the Flowering Moon, providing for 

coordination of its events with the City Parks and Recreation Department, and appropriating five  
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hundred dollars ($500.00) for materials to modify the layout of the event was read for the first 

time by title only. Mrs. Corcoran moved and Mr. Proehl seconded that the three reading rule be 

suspended, placing this item on final passage. All nine members present voted “yea” and Pres.  

Arnold declared the rule suspended. All nine members present then voted “yea” on the item itself, 

and Pres. Arnold declared Ordinance No. 32-18 adopted.  

 

An ordinance approving the Planning Commission’s decision to permit Mobilite, LLC, to erect 

two utility poles with attached antennas on Bridge Street for the expansion of cellular service was 

read for the first time by title only.               

   

Mr. Fleurima moved and Ms. Fairchild seconded that the regular meeting be adjourned.  All nine 

members present voted “yea” and Pres. Arnold declared the motion adopted. Adjourned at 8:16 

p.m. 

 

 

 

_____________________________________ ____________________________________ 

Clerk of Council     President of Council 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


